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The lack of human resources for radiation protection is an international issue and has long been debated
even at the Japanese administrative level. The importance of radiation professionals has been socially
recognized since the TEPCO Fukushima nuclear accident, but the severity of their shortage is increasing. In
2015, the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements (NCRP) issued a statement on the
dwindling numbers of professionals in all areas of radiation protection and reported the decline in the number of
members of the Health Physics Society for the last 20 years in this statement. Therefore, Japanese Society of
Radiation Safety Management, the Japanese Radiation Research Society, Japanese Association for Radiation
Accidents/Disaster Medicine, and Japan Health Physics Society have conducted a joint survey on the change of
academic number and the age distribution. As a result, it was found that the transition of membership numbers in
recent years differs depending on the academic society. According to the survey results of comparison of age
distribution over time, it has become clear that the proportion of members in their 40s-50s is decreasing while
the proportion in their 20s is increasing. One of the reasons may be that it is a big hurdle for younger generation
to gain (fixed) occupational status related to radiation protection.
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